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Cleaning Up America
The Race for Custodian-in-Chief
After eight years, it is time once again for college
Warren Peace
students throughout the United States to elect the
Political Correspondent next Custodian-in-Chief. For students new to the
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Cheating Death... or Nah
Los Angeles authorities say a motorist in Malibu, California lost control of his vehicle,
nearly going over a cliff. The man managed to escape his SUV that was dangling over the edge
but became disoriented as he made his exit and was struck by a passing tour bus. Fortunately
for the man, he was still conscious and breathing when medical help arrived quickly on the
scene. He was transported to a local hospital for treatment. By the way, this isn’t made up.
Totally legit.

BlackBerrys Are Still A Thing???
So apparently, the palm-pilot revolution of 2005 still exists in both phone and app form
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within iOS and Android devices. BlackBerry Messenger (BBM) just released a new update
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if they’re printed or sent elsewhere. In other news, BBM has been found to be increasingly
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where features that were once exclusive to their premium membership are now free for all, such
as Retract, Timer and Private Chat. All of these are privacy features that allow you to unsend
a message, delete data after a certain amount of time, and provides anonymity for messages
popular among indiviudals who are cheating on their spouses.

Lucy DeCoutere Resigns from TPB
Mike Smith, the actor who portrays Bubbles on the underground white-trash sitcom Trailer
Park Boys was arrested for assaulting a female companion on April 1. Following his arrest, costar Lucy DeCoutere, who plays Lucy on the show, announced her resignation. Her withdrawal

realm of college, the Custodian-in-Chief, also known domestically as Mr. Janitor
or abroad as His Excellency of the Custodial Arts, is the coordinator of all our
nation’s janitorial services. Since the first janitorial inauguration in 1789, the
Custodian-in-Chief has dutifully aided in mopping up the messes of the free
world. It’s a dirty job, but somebody’s got to do it!
As a political correspondent for the White Pine Press, I recently had the
pleasure of attending a janitorial debate at Northwestern Michigan College,
one of the important stops on the candidates’ nationwide tour of two-year and
four-year colleges. Candidates Bernie Sanders, Hillary Clinton, Ted Cruz, John
Kasich, and Donald Trump gathered in the Milliken Auditorium to answer
questions from students and debate current executive issues. Among the major
issues discussed at the debate were the escalation of food fights and spit wad
launchers in school cafeterias, efforts to prevent the spread of cooties and
other contagious diseases in college dormitories, the need for
proactive sanitation of bathroom facilities, and options for
curbing reckless spending on custodial supplies.
The event was advertised via Twitter
and Facebook, along with an
incentive of free pizza. Many
students skipped out of
afternoon classes in
order to perform
their civic duty
(and because
they
were
hungry).

Clinton kicked off the debate with her plans to combat the escalation of food
fights and spit wad launchers in school cafeterias. Clinton said her goal is “not to
deter or contain these fights, but to defeat and destroy them.” If elected, Clinton
promises to collaborate with food specialists Adam Richman and Andrew
Zimmern to establish an anti-food-fighting coalition. Despite her experience
as the Secretary of Sanitation, voters still distrust her habit of mixing up her
personal and professional key rings, hence her involvement in a current legal
situation.
Kasich refocused the debate on the issue of preventing the spread of cooties
and other contagious diseases in school dormitories. Kasich believes “now is
the time for the United States to provide the sanitation that it has so far failed
to provide.” Under his management, Kasich pledges to work with the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) on developing a vaccine for the devastating cooties
epidemic sweeping though college campuses. Until then, the CDC recommends
avoiding all physical contact between males and females. Thank goodness for
dating apps like Match.com and Tinder!
Senator Sanders continued the discussion on public health, focusing on the
need for proactive sanitation of bathroom facilities. Consistently empty soap
and paper towel dispensers, damaged latches and hinges on stall doors, clogged
and overflowing toilets and sinks—bathroom facilities are the dumping ground
for abuse and neglect. Sanders believes “quality bathroom facilities are a right
of all people.” Therefore, as Custodian-in-Chief, Sanders plans to create a new
cabinet department, the Secretary of Restroom Affairs, to manage the quality of
the nations’ bathroom facilities. He also plans to distribute free travel-size rolls
of toilet paper and miniaturized bottles of hand sanitizer to every college student
in the United States. The crowd erupted in applause over this joyous news.
As the applause faded, Cruz and Trump had a rather heated discussion
concerning options for curbing reckless
spending of janitorial supplies.
Dump, I mean Trump, promises
he will “build a great, great
wall” around every Dollar
General, Family Dollar, and
janitor’s supply closet and
“bomb the heck” out of
anyone who neglects to pay
or takes an item without
permission. Cruz called
Trump’s promises simplistic
and childish. This prompted
a heated series of insults
and hand-wringing between
Cruz and Dump. Er, I mean
Trump. The argument was
eventually interrupted by
the Secret Service who
swiftly separated the two
candidates and ushered them
off the stage, concluding
the janitorial debate. Oh
the joy of politics. Now the
candidates are headed to
North Central Michigan
College
(NCMC)
to
continue their sophisticated
debates!

follows the airing of the show’s 10th season. So apparently DeCoutere is okay with supporting
acts of white-trash violence in her career, but not in real life. Thanks for the clarification, Lucy!

Original photo attributed to zoomar of Flickr.com
Design by Breanne Russell

03

04

05

April 7, 2016

NEWS

OPINION

WHITE PINE PICKLE www.whitepinepress.org

05

Staff OMG Moments

Rhonda Rousey Joins the Lions
First Female NFL Player Expected to Win Superbowl LI
Al K. Hall
Staff Writer

Female Athlete of 2015, Rhonda Rousey,
recently announced on her MySpace page
that she has signed on to the Detroit Lions
for the next several years. She couldn’t be reached for comment
initially, but we expect she would say something like, “I’ve
never played football before, but if the goal is to beat up other
people, I’m sure I’ll be fine.”
Head Coach of the Lions, Jim Caldwell, commented, “We
kinda signed her on as a dare… You don’t say no to Rhonda
Rousey. Also, she has scandalous photos of me from last year’s
company Christmas party and my wife would kill me if she
saw them. That being said, we are eager to have Rousey on
the team.”
Several Lions have expressed concern over having Rousey
as a teammate. Calvin Johnson was quoted as saying, “She is
always asking if we want to wrestle. Everytime we say no she
starts making fun of our momma!”
All in all, the Lions’ budget has skyrocketed due to confidence
in the team. The health insurance coverage has tripled to cover
concussions, amputations, and funerals expected to befall
the players throughout the training season. This budget is
also designed to fulfill Rousey’s contract pay: $50 million per
injured rival. She is expected to earn over $1 billion this year
alone.
To prepare for playing with the Lions, Rousey took a long
weekend in the Serengeti to study teamwork with real lions.
Various reports from Africa say that as Rousey walked into

the wild, dozens of male lions fled in all directions. Within
24 hours, she apparently had commandeered the prides in the
area and began a strategic sweep for prey animals. There were
no survivors.
What is interesting is what other athletes outside of the Lions
have said about the announcement. Ex-Lions’ quarterback Joey
Harrington was quoted as saying, “Being a Lion was the worst
time of my life. I shared that jersey with the crappiest football
players who ever lived. Having Rousey wear those colors can
only continue the tradition of terrible athletes to grace the
grid.” The general impression we got from Harrington was
positive.
Michael Jordan had some sage advice he wanted to impart to
the now multi-sport Rousey. “I got my start with basketball,
but I had stints in both baseball and golf. Sometimes the
things you discover should just stay hobbies, and that helps
you discover what it is you should do for a career. I think
Rhonda will find that she should give up MMA in favor of
football, her true calling.”
Many advertising agencies have tried capitalizing on the dual
nature of Rousey’s career. Tap-Out clothing now comes in
the Lion’s jersey colors and features the new slogan “Helmets
Won’t Help.” A picture was actually captured of Rousey
wearing said t-shirt, because apparently even the largest jerseys
the Lions provide don’t fit her biceps. The colors were slightly
askew because the shirt was covered with zebra blood.
Public support has been exceptional as well. One hundred

percent of women polled say that they plan on following the
Lions’ progress this season, with the sole purpose of watching
300 pound men be injured by Rousey. Radical feminist groups
claim they are eager to see men be shown up on the field.
The viewing audience of football is expected to triple, despite
MMA and football sharing fans. This is likely due to rugby
fans expecting violence on par with Fight Club, but this same
violence and other issues have raised flags with some.
Because many children have access to television and can
watch football as they please, some are worried about exposing
young children to the sheer brutality MMA entails in football
as well. Due to this, Rousey will sport a large black censor bar
on every televised game. This issue has unexpectedly raised the
ticket price for seats at games, with many arenas remodeling to
accommodate more chairs due to selling out so quickly.
Several people have also pondered if switching sports will
corrupt Rousey. Many baseball and badminton players have
admitted to using performance-enhancing substances, and
the world of football is not a stranger to this either. Like
rock n’ roll, many are concerned Rousey’s lifestyle changes
may pressure her into abusing these drugs. However, Rousey
commented on the issue and actually encouraged NFL players
to consider taking up steroids “to increase their survivability.”
Will Rhonda Rousey go on to be Female Athlete of 2016? Will
the Detroit Lions win Super Bowl 51? Even if neither of these
actually happen, the team will make history and evolve the
game for the next half a century.

Deanna Luton, Staff Writer
Zack Harrington, Staff Writer
I’m one of those kind of guys who never gives up.
So I can proudly say I have every star in Angry Birds.
You read that right, EVERY star. Even on the Star
Wars Angry Birds, the Transformers Angry Birds,
and on Bad Piggies, I’m a three star winner. Then
my phone deleted all my apps, and all my accolades,
all my accomplishments, were lost. I give up.

YOUR PATHWAY
TO A BETTER FUTURE
EARN A BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES

At the heart of my hometown Kalkaska is a
recreation center called the Kaliseum. The
cavernous complex holds moonlight skates
monthly. At the dawn of my middle school career,
one of the most embarrassing events of my life
unfolded on the ice rink. I decided to wear my
brand new skinny jeans from Aeropostale to the
first moonlit skate of the season. I felt like I was
looking fly. I laced my skates and proceeded to
make the step from sturdy ground to wobbly
uncertainty. The freshly frozen ice facilitated
many slips. On one of the many falls I took that
night, a RIP resonated in my ear canal. I could
feel cold air rushing in through the newly gaping
rear of my ripped jeans. All of the blood in my
body rushed to my face. Silently, I thanked the
discretion the low lighting provided in my dire
situation. Unsure how to neutralize my dilemma,
I proceeded to pull myself along the circumference
of the rink. Continued falls caused the seam of my
pants to unravel almost halfway down my thigh. A
classmate of mine noticed my position. Always the
class clown, he proceeded to announce to anyone
in earshot that I had ripped my pants.

Laureen Horan, Editor-in-Chief
I’m still fairly new to Traverse City, so my boyfriend
and I sometimes resort to social media to make
friends in our area. There are guys who add me
and try to be flirtatious and creepy, and some of
them just don’t leave me alone. One time, my
roommate was telling us about this guy she had
been seeing and that she was going to invite him
over for dinner. We were eager to meet this great
guy she’d been talking about. The moment finally
comes, and he walks into the door. Immediately
my boyfriend and I realized the guy she brought
home was a guy who was trying to hook up with
me for weeks… so awkward!

Our allied health sciences degree prepares students for career opportunities
in health care while also providing pre-professional preparation for programs
offered by Grand Valley in Traverse City such as social work, occupational
therapy, physician assistant studies, and public health.
Take advantage of our convenient location at the NMC University Center,
experienced faculty, high-quality clinical experiences, and affordable
tuition. Apply now for classes starting this fall. Call (231) 995-1785
for more information.

LEARN MORE AT OUR HEALTH PROGRAM OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 16, 10 a.m., NMC University Center
RSVP: (231) 995-1785 (888) 922-1785 gvsu.edu/traverse

Ann Hosler, Student Contributor
I was hosting a Hardcore Decorating (in video
games) panel at SOE Live 2013 and didn’t expect
many people to show up. Over 100 people ended
up filling the room, with more standing out in the
hallway. I’m absolutely terrified of public speaking,
so when it was time to start, the only thing I could
blurt out at first was, “I’m so scared of all of you.”
There was an embarrassingly long moment of
silence before some guy yelled out, “you’ll do great
girl, keep going!”
The panel ended up being a huge success, and I
held another one in 2014 (which also started out
similarly). Informing crowds I’m scared of talking
in front of them has become my public speaking
ice-breaker.

James Robinson, Staff Writer

Dyana Allen, Staff Writer
I was picking up a mat at work and dropped it into
a puddle of dirty water. It splashed all over my face
as my coworker was walking by!

I was sitting at one of the study areas in the Health
and Science Building working on some homework
before class. I had multiple pockets open on
my backpack. Time flies by and I’m supposed
to be in class in less than one minute!! I throw
everything into my backpack and swing it onto
my back… and everything flies out and scatters
across the floor. I forgot to zip up the pockets! An
embarrassing incident and late to class—welcome
to freshman year!
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Small Medium at
We at the WPP
are charged with
bringing you this
exclusive police bulletin: a 4-foot-3 palm
reader has escaped from jail. I repeat,
there is a small medium at large. Mad Am
Madam, a.k.a, “Madame Madam” was
arrested for public silliness, due in large part
for claiming that the itch on that one part
of your back you can’t scratch is caused by
an invisible, intangible skeleton that floats
silently behind the person reading this
sentence. Which of course is very silly as
that particular sentence hadn’t been written
yet. The invisible skeleton has refused
to comment on her accusation but will
nevertheless be the thing you fear will grab
your foot as it hangs off the bed or outside
the covers.
Back to Madame Madam: the details
behind her escape are in large part a mystery.
Local jail guard Officer Thanks Obama says
with shame, “I didn’t see her coming.” The
police have since combed her jail cell; the
cell was very grateful as its hair was a mess
and he had a big date coming up. Further
investigating has revealed that Madame
Madam might’ve been responsible for the
death of a local cartoonist and is most
certainly behind the theft of all the toilets
in the local police station. In relation to this
new development, Officer Taylor Swift says,
“The details were sketchy, but now we have
nothing to go on.”
According to her sister, 7-foot-19 times
11 inch basketball star from Mars, Too
Tall Madam, Madame Madam always had
a short fuse. She was constantly looked
down upon and frankly thought very little
of. She went to study at CMN, the magical
university for psychics and magic users that
exist inside the mirrors at NMC, hoping for
a brighter future.
Of course being the mirror of NMC,
CMN has a gigantic parking lot, so huge, in
fact, that many students get lost and never
return again. Madame Madam, being the

Taylor McLain
King of Fairies
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Large

one exception, after being lost for 25 and a
half minutes, came back only able to speak
backwards for a full year. Naturally, she
aced her oral presentation on philosophy
that she took here at NMC.
Three years later, she earned her degree,
majoring in the study of things no one
cares about, i.e. art, jimmy cracking corn,
and actual politics instead of the spectacle
modern politics has become. She opened
her own business reading palms, which for
some reason people paid her to do, and had
been previously charged with other cases
of public silliness such as when she refused
to drop the bass at a dubstep party (was
awarded medal of honor), claimed she’d
won the game, told Satan to take the wheel,
and ran through the streets singing Whitney
Houston songs at the top of her lungs while
wearing black shoes with a brown belt and
a sombrero.
Regardless of her selfless heroism in
the face of dubstep, Madame Madam is
to be considered armed and legged, but
not both eyed, as she only has the one due
to an accident involving marshmallows.
Again, she is a 4-foot-3 Caucasian female,
has long hair on one side of her head and
is completely bald on the other. If found,
police advise not to mistake her for the Loch
Ness Monster as that seems to happen a lot
for some reason. If you have any further
information regarding her whereabouts,
please call the WPP. The King of the Fairies,
who works there, has placed a reward of
-$40 million for her capture.
If you are confronted directly by Madame
Madam, DO NOT try to drop the bass as
she has been known to feed the people who
do to sharks… on second thought, forget
that last part; the world would be better
off without dubstep. Remember, dubstep
is linked directly to cancer of the ears and
smelling like dead rats. All in all, while we
marvel at her heroism, it seems Madame
Madam has lived long enough to see herself
become even sillier.

Likeus on
facebook.com/thewhitepinepress
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The Fonz
Mr. T keeps things cool with this slick-back,
rockabilly hairstyle of the ‘50s. Part greaser,
part lives-in-the-garage, “The Fonz” reminds
Trump of better times: when women kept to
the kitchen and minorities kept to the wrong
side of the tracks.
Get this look: Just a handful of pomade and
a bit of bigoted nostalgia. Ayyy.

Affordable, local CMU

Six Great
Looks from
the King
Himself!

The Jackie O’

A tribute to Jackie Onassis, the “Jackie O”
highlights Trump’s feminine side. When he’s
feeling extra sensitive, and craving chocolate,
Trump turns to “The Jackie O” to really connect to his female voters—all five of them.
Get this look: A can of Aqua Net and a real
focused effort to “cherish” all women.

The Camo-ﬂip
When you’re on the campaign trail,
sometimes you just need to blend into your
surroundings. Be it a corn field or maybe even
a corn field—“The Camo-flip” lets Trump
become one with the landscape and escape his
excitable fans.
Get this look: Rub wet hair with balloon
until dry.

“Let me tell you something. I like things Big. Big Walls, Big Hands and Big Hair.”

degrees that give you solid

credentials for advancement.
Bachelor of Science in Education, Elementary Emphasis
• Become a teacher
• Taught at CMU’s
• Easy to transfer credits
Traverse City Center
from NMC
Bachelor of Science with a Major in Psychology
• Study the human mind
• Help from local staff
• Taught completely online

The Walk of Shame

CMU in Traverse City & Online

Everyone has a bad hair day. And Trump is
no different. When his locks refuse to submit
to his will, he smothers them under a “Make
America Great Again” hat—it won’t make his
hair great again, but it might save him some
ridicule.

231-995-1756 ∙ cmich.edu/TraverseCity
Traverse.City@cmich.edu

Get this look: Have horrible hair. Put a hat
on it.

Call CMU for an advising appointment today!

Central Michigan University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.
CMU is an AA/EO institution (see cmich.edu/OCRIE). cmich.edu/GlobalCampus CMUglobal@cmich.edu 44209 2/16

The Maverick
Move aside John McCain, Trump’s in the
house. He can really let loose and embrace his
inner cowboy while rocking “The Maverick”—
often seen riding barebacked in chaps, shooting
his gun into the air, while shouting “Yipee KiYi-Yeh!”
Get this look: Five nights on the Prairie and
a handful of peyote.

The Intimidator
He’ll sue the shit outta you, and when he’s
doing it, he’ll be rocking “The Intimidator.”
Scientifically formulated to make Trump appear
bigger than he actually is, “The Intimidator”
terrifies children, puts kittens in comas, and
sends grown men crying to their mommies.
Get this look: Don’t poop for a week.
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History of the Meme
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Debunking the Sensation of a Generation
Law-reeen Her-ann We’ve seen them. We’ve shared
them. Some of us have even
Editor in Chief
created our own. I’m not talking
about macaroni art, people. I’m talking about memes (if you
didn’t know, it’s pronounced like “dream”). What was once
a confusing and marginally-insulting world of images on
4Chan has spread across various social media platforms and
can express anything from emotions to political opinions.
So where does the meme come from? The term itself was
coined by scientist Richard Dawkins in his 1976 book The
Selfish Gene. It’s defined as “an idea, behavior, or style that
spreads from person to person within a culture,” which is
far more ambiguous than your standard “condescending
Wonka” meme. By this definition, a meme could be anything
from hieroglyphs to dreadlocks to swastikas.
One of the earliest (maybe even the first) Internet memes
was the emoticon. The “sideways smiley face” composed
entirely of punctuation marks was created on September 19,
1982 by Scott E. Fahlman. Fahlman realized that the lack
of a visual channel in online communication needed to be
overcome to avoid misunderstandings, such as when using
humor and sarcasm. From this, the emoticon spread and took
on many faces and forms, and is now commonly referred to
as an “emoji.”
This idea of the meme as a symbol of culture explains why
memes have taken the internet by storm. People in general
tend to love symbolism and the ability to relate to certain
concepts and ideas. When we are online and see something
that strikes our interest or reminds us of our own experiences,
we “like” and “share” these memes.
Where do symbols of real human culture meet silly internet
culture? Well, you can thank the ‘90s sitcom Ally McBeal for

that. Around 1996, a data and files test for Character Studio
was spread around the Internet in the form of a dancing baby,
known as “Cha Cha Baby.” This meme appears in a vision of
Ally’s on the show and is known as one of the earliest semiviral memes.
Memes, like any art, come in a variety of mediums. A
meme can be a video clip (Gangnam Style, Rickrolling, Ain’t
Nobody Got Time For That), a website, an image (LOLCats,
Rage Face, Overly Attached Girlfriend and ERMAHGERD
girl), a phrase (“Netflix and chill”), a joke or a parody.
There exists a LOLCat image macro which reads “Memes:
inside jokes for people with no lives.” For the longest time,
Internet memes were seen as a strange output of an Internet
subculture, which are separated from reality except on those
occasions when a mainstream news article reported on the
unusual ways people spend their time on the Internet. Memes
used to be a confusing world of uncharted Internet innuendo,
but most people who’ve frequently used the Internet in the
last 10 years have been able to catch on to most of the meme
jargon and even make their own memes.
YouTube has become the most powerful medium for Internet
memes, particularly after viral videos. Facebook aids in this,
because many YouTube videos are linked right to Facebook.
Anything can go viral now, as long as it’s shared enough.
People who appear in Internet memes have the potential for
either profit or disaster. Chris Crocker, who became famous
for his video “Leave Britney Alone” was able to move to L.A.
and land a career in the multimedia industry. On the other
side of the meme-repercussion scale, the infamous “Star Wars
Kid,” whose real name is Ghyslain Raza, was bullied after a
video clip of him fighting like a jedi was spread around his
school and the internet at large. He had to drop out of his

FEATURE
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private school and check into a children’s psychiatric facility
and later sued the students who initially distributed the clip.
While memes tend to be used for humorous or “trolling”
purposes, they also have a lot of influence and power over
viewers. Because of how easily memes can be shared, and their
tendency to be viewed by millions, memes can be used to
spread information and ideas across the spectrum. However,
they can also be created to share false information and
negative concepts and thoughts. For example, in September
2001, after the 9/11 attacks, a Hungarian man named Péter
Guzli took an old picture of himself standing on top of the
World Trade Center in New York, and with the help of
Photoshop, added a plane heading towards the tower in the
background. He sent it to some of his friends, intending it
to be just a bit of a joke. The image went viral, however, and
was sent around in mass emails in all seriousness, inciting all
kinds of conspiracy theories. The hoax was so efficient that
some people to this day still believe it is real and part of a
conspiracy.
The influence of the meme is so evident that the 2016
Presidential Election is seemingly shaped by memes. Memes
of Trump that expose his past or the truth about his business
ventures, memes about Clinton’s Benghazi emails and memes
that suggest that Ted Cruz is the Zodiac Killer. Notably,
Bernie Sanders has the upper hand in the meme game, as
there is a viral Facebook group, a meme in itself, known as
the “Bernie Sanders Dank Meme Stash.” The group has nearly
half a million members across the country and the globe and
contributions are made at any given moment. This has been
an effective and easy way for people to keep up to speed with
the progress of the election and have open conversations that
help people better understand politics, which is something
that young people don’t get opportunity for often.
Humor can be a unique key for the understanding of social
and cultural processes. Internet memes also offer this unique
insight into the changes in our perception of the world, the
media and our own lives. The meme has forever changed
the way we use and understand the Internet and the way we
share thoughts, emotions, and ideas. The next time you see a
meme, remember the bold and brave timeline of the meme
and what it really means in our culture and in our lives. We
aren’t just making history, people. We’re making memes.
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Win At Life

A Totally Legitimate Movie Review
Al K. Hall
Staff Writer

Cinema has brought thousands of
stories to millions of viewers for a
century now, which can be considered
both good and bad. Some of these films have been critically
acclaimed or have earned billions in admissions. Others are
featured on the Sy-fy or Hallmark channels. Movies, though, are
only one form of entertainment, which has made adaptations
extremely popular. Novels, comics, video games, and fairy tales
have had their time on the big screen, with varying degrees
of success or popularity. The amount of material that can be
considered “original” now is thought to be dwindling, with the
grab bag of established material bottoming out as well. That’s
why when Win At Life was announced, many dismissed it as
a The Matrix rip-off, but it is actually… much less than that.
Win At Life, directed by Crystal Chanda Leer and starring
Frank N. Stein and Tara Dactyl, has a simple premise: An
introverted gamer is trapped in The Sims, a real life simulation
video game. In a manner similar to Groundhog Day, he
must play the video game until he can convincingly form
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Donald Trump Acquires Sugar Loaf Resort, Will Rename It “Trump Loaf”
Donald Trump has acquired Sugar Loaf, the once popular ski resort in
the heart of “God’s country” (Leelanau County) whose chairlifts haven’t
run in 16 years. The hotel mogul currently running for the White House
announced the news during a press conference on April 1 in Green Bay,
Wisc. The cheese state held its presidential primary four days later.
He promised to rename it “Trump Loaf.”
“My gorgeous Melania and I think the people of Northern Michigan are terrific, just terrific,
and they deserve to ski down their favorite mountain once again. The fact that Sugar Loaf has
been closed since Eisenhower was in office (actually, 2000 — Editor) is just goddamn pathetic.
The place was clearly run by losers, the county was clearly run by idiots, and the fact that
citizens couldn’t get the ski resort on its feet again by themselves just shows how we’ve become
a nation run by morons. I’m tired of morons. I’m tired of losing. We’ll re-open Sugar Loaf next
December, and the people of Northern Michigan will get so used to winning that they’ll eat
their Wheaties in the morning not with milk but with sparkling champagne!”
Trump continued that, since Leelanau County is only a four-hour drive from the Canadian
border, he’d get the Canadians to pay for rebuilding the lodge and the chairlifts. Trump also
unveiled an innovative new way to police skiers on the hill.
“At ski resorts run by pussies, like in the French Alps, you buy lift tickets and the chairlift
operators make sure you’re wearing the flimsy little plastic badges. At Trump Loaf, we’ll have
bouncers on skis who will knock the shit out of people using my hill who haven’t paid to do so.
My ski bouncers are so strong they could decapitate a skier with just one punch!”
Trump suggested that his henchman on the campaign trail facing prosecution for assaulting
journalists could be transferred to work at “Trump Loaf.”

Carl Bernstein
Bob Woodward
Guest Writers

Political insiders predict that Trump may be re-opening Sugar Loaf to shore up votes in
Michigan and the greater Midwest. He may also be aiming to steal Jewish American votes away
from the Democratic party in advance of the November general election.
True, there are very few Jews in Northern Michigan, but the town closest to the ski resort is
called Cedar, and to Trump’s ears, “Cedar” sounds a lot like “seder” as in the ritual performed
by by Jews on the high holidays.
“On Friday nights, after they ski Trump Loaf, remove their skis and put on their little hats,
my Jewish friends can walk down the road into Seder and eat all the unleavened bread they
want at the Polish bakery,” said Trump, seemingly unaware that Cedar is known most for its
Polish sausage from Pleva’s.
Trump also promised he’d name a suite in the lodge for his good friend Vladmir Putin and
give commemorative keys to the resort to the Russian dictator. Trump and Putin have become
especially close friends since Trump announced that he would disband NATO and remove
American military bases from Europe, effectively handing Kiev, Warsaw and all of Eastern
Europe to the Russians.
Leelanau County Commissioner Melinda Lautner celebrated Trump’s announcement that
he would reopen the ski resort.
“We always knew that the only solution to this Sugar Loaf mess was not for local government
to step up, it was for a small-government, crusading savior like Donald Trump to rescue us.”

Relationship Advice from Taylor Swift Pun in the Sun
How to Shake Off a Dud and Keep Up With New Romantics

speak of. I’ve never played The Sims before, but if it’s anything
like this movie, it is essentially no different than your daily
routine. The actors get up, talk, work, then weirdly party all
Bryanne Gordon Relationships
weekend. The drama is minimal, as the Sims generally just
can be terribly
seem confused at the lead’s attempts to communicate. They Staff Writer
“Sad, Beautiful,
don’t actually try to help him improve, so it gets repetitive andand Tragic” endeavors. Often through the
awkward.
times of hardship, one must confer with
My tastes cinematically crave settings that are unlikely, butanother for advice or search for direction
at least possible. If a film is trying to portray life realistically,from other, more knowledgeable sources.
you would think the director would make the actors actWe all know that struggle of finding
realistically. At least in Groundhog Day, the unaffected citizenssomeone who truly understands and
had lives outside of the lead’s influence, and that film’s lead wascares or a source that really has all the
able to hold our attention. As far as endings go, I’ll just spoil it.answers. Luckily, the search need go no
The main character returns to reality, only to whine about howfurther! Taylor Swift is a brilliant mix of
much more fun The Sims is and attempts to return to the gameboth, combining vast knowledge with
world. It’s not like you’ll ever watch Win At Life, but if you feelcompassion expressed through the life
tempted, save yourself the time, and at least make your ownlessons in her song lyrics!
story playing the Sims for real.
One of the hardest things in love is
finding and keeping that perfect guy,
but don’t worry, Swift has been there
too! Her expert advice in “Blank Space”
provides plenty of ideas and time-worn
philosophies for solving this worrisome
issue. Her tactics include things like:
Don’t be yourself if you can tailor your
personality to fit your guy for a month. In
Rumors persist that, if Trump wins the White House, he may move the presidential retreat
quite possibly the second most insightful
from Camp David to “Trump Loaf ”.
statement Swift has ever written, she lets
us in on the fact that “boys only want
*This story originally ran on the Glen Arbor Sun’s website on April Fools’ Day.
love if it’s torture.” So there you have it!
You should make your relationship as
torturous an endeavor as possible and
you’re sure to have the boy hooked!
We all know that dancing in the rain,
kisses at midnight, and roses are the
things that make up the classic romance,
but if you’ve ever had a question about

relationships, which allows him to return to real life. At first,
I thought that the story could almost be a reimagining of said
movie, as numerous films have similar stories but different
setting. Decades ago Tron was considered a reimagining of
Alice in Wonderland as a matter of fact. But the setting, both in
“real” life and in the Sim’s life, is so utterly realistic, it simply
isn’t fit for film.
The CGI is minimal as well. In the majority of modern
movies, practically half the budget is spent creating realistic
effects. In Win At Life, the creators were actually quite clever,
with the live action actors portraying Sims captioning emotions
and apparel in 8-bit artwork. This works to cover the lack of
acting chops, as these Sims act a little too lifeless. The acting
lead was likewise too lifeless. Trying to portray introversion
and build a character up to someone we want to succeed is a
task Stein could not capture, as the movie again is almost too
realistic: who cares about this guy?
The scenery is identical to the slums of reality, the music is
a slur of annoying chip-tune trash, and there is no action to
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some more obscure romantic gestures,
just delve into Swift’s songs to learn the
truth! For example, according to the
song, “All Too Well,” not candle light, nor
fire light, but refrigerator light is truly the
most romantic setting in which to dance
at midnight.
Everyone knows that a break up can
be the worst, most painful part of any
relationship, but don’t worry, “Picture
to Burn” has plenty of revenge ideas for
any “Treacherous” falling out. If your
ex is bashing you to all his friends about
your craziness, “Speak Now”! Go prove
him right by starting a rumor about him
to your girlfriends. While you’re at it, be
“Fearless” and go out with all his best
friends. You might as well insult his pickup truck as well, just to really prove your
point!
However, there are a few things you
can do that are “Better than Revenge.”
Another option to get over a break up is
to simply tell the person how you truly
feel about them. You’re free to make
it as blunt and insensitive as you want,
remember, you are “Never Getting Back
Together.” Try something along the lines
of: “All you are is mean. And a liar, and
pathetic, and alone in life, and mean.”
And if that doesn’t do the trick, add a
snarky prediction of their drunk, bitter,
and lonely future life in a few years!
For the guys out there who are
wondering how to act around a fascinating

girl like Swift, don’t worry, there are some
clues for you too!
Driving is emphasized countless times
in the star’s songs, so if you’re looking
for a girl like Swift, you may want to
take note! Whether it be a pick-up stuck
in the mud or a Maserati driving down
a dead end street, driving appears many
times, showing the romantic significance
of taking your girl on a drive. Mostly
midnight drives are mentioned, so come
and pick her up in the middle of the night
for a star-lit spin. And although it does
happen to be against the law and maybe
the most dangerous thing at night, make
sure to pull up in “Style” without your
headlights.
Also, probably the most important
thing to remember is to avoid “Bad
Blood.” When it’s over and your girl says
you both are never getting back together,
she means never, like ever.
As you can see, there is plenty of deep
knowledge, advice, and direction to be
gained from the masterly lyrics of Taylor
Swift. Next time you have a question
about love at any stage, look up a song
and bask in the wisdom. Probably the
deepest, most valuable piece of advice
you can ever take from Swift’s songs is
that, when things in life go sideways and
you can’t do anything else, don’t forget to
just “Shake It Off.”

Dyana Allen
Staff Writer

SPRING into the season by
opening the windows and
cleaning out your hibernation
zone.
Give into temp-tation; you
know 50 degrees is the warmest
we’ll get before the next storm.
Winter can cause vitamin
d-ficiency due to the lack of
sunlight, so grab some sunblock
and enjoy those rays.
Wet shoes can be a rain in the
butt, as well as an excuse to buy
a cute umbrella.
The vegetables have turned;
seasonal fruits and veggies
are back and full of essential
vitamins.
Take a deep breath of fresh air;
win-turd is almost gone and
you’re still here. You’re doing
better than some of The Walking
Dead cast!

We can provide you with vital information
concerning pregnancy through our free
clinical test and ultrasound.

Get all the sheet out of your
bed! Wash your bedding; you’ll
thank me when you pull your
comforter out of the dryer. I
highly recommend cocooning
yourself inside of it to truly
get the feeling of a caterpillar
becoming a beautiful butterfly.

Schedule an appointment by
calling 231-929-3488.

Tree-t yourself with a nature
hike and keep an eye out for
any plants starting to bloom!

www.know4sure.org

New life is ex-seed-ing. The
spring months can be the best
time to begin starter plants if
you’re into gardening!

Pregnancy Care Center
Our mission is to serve you by providing
important information and professional care
with compassion and integrity
Photo by Krystn Madrine
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Massive RPG Mash-up Trapping Small Game on Campus
Coming in 2017

Who claims the spoils of the traps is also a trade-off between students. The lines are often
Mannie Ting Liger Spring draws near, but Northwestern Michigan College’s (NMC)
campus isn’t aflutter with the usual woodland creatures. Instead, the color-coded and numbered, and draws are set up in a lottery to make it fair to everyone, not
Copy Editor

Fill your summer with...
• art

• music
• dance
• outdoor-fun
• technology
• science
• + more!

magic

creativity
adventure

176 Classes * Ages 3-17 * Register Today: nmc.edu/kids
231.995.1700

MY CARE
MY WAY
control
IS birth
without a copay

grounds are silent as the last of the snow melts. Not even the everA leaked image on Bethesda’s Twitter account last week led present squirrels dare to show their fuzzy tails.
Bethesda Softworks Executive Producer Todd Howyrd to announce The cause is posted on signs tacked to trees around campus—particularly near the East Hall
a development partnership with BioWare. The two companies have dorm. They read: “Baiting and trapping of small game on campus is prohibited.”
merged their talents to create what they’ve coined as the “pinnacle of open-world role-playing What seems like an odd hobby is a growing trend at NMC. Robert Smith, a self-proclaimed
games.” Their upcoming RPG, Elder Dragon Scrolls: Dragons of Age, is a mash-up of both trapper, defends that his actions are due to necessity. He finds the cafeteria menu lacking.
companies’ popular dragon-themed successes.
“Don’t get me wrong—all the vegetarian options are great. But I need protein when I’m
“The success of The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim proved that our players really enjoy dragons,” studying late at night.”
Howyrd said. “In Dragons of Age, your character will be fully immersed in the culture, taking At the dorms, there are no kitchenettes. Students are required to enroll in a food plan
on the persona of a humanoid who was banished to a dragon-dominated world. Meet dragon supplied by Sodexo. The main café is open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., but other food options across
NPCs, complete quests, raid enemy lairs, and defend your allies from rogue attacks.”
campus close as early as 5 p.m. In addition, many students are dissatisfied with the abundance
Elder Dragon Scrolls: Dragons of Age will be fully moddable, and Bethesda has already of vegetarian and vegan menu choices at the expense of few meaty options.
reached out to popular modders from the Steam Workshop to assist in testing out this feature. This has led to small, baited live traps being set up across the grounds. Sometimes, the trigger
“There’s mods that reskin the dragons into Fluttershy from My Little Pony. The potential for lines run straight to the dorms, up the outside wall, and into a student’s window to indicate the
variety is amazing once they get more of the ponies in there.”
trap’s been sprung. Students take turns watching the lines.
BioWare’s Creative Lead, Alistair McNulley, revealed the company’s motives behind Taylor White, one of these students, is happy to participate. “This is the perfect set-up
working with Bethesda on the project. “After the release of Dragon Age: Inquisition, one otherwise,” she says, referring to her situation at the dorm. “It’s got everything I need. But I
frequent question was ‘If this is the age of dragons, where are all of the dragons?’ Realizing the just feel better overall with a little meat in my diet.”
potential behind putting more than 10 dragons in your dragon-themed game, we reached out Cooking the squirrels, rabbits, and other critters falls to those in the culinary program.
to Bethesda and a new game was born.”
Kaitlyn Jed, a first-year culinary student, thinks it’s a great opportunity to improve her cooking.
Additional features include a complex approval system, a robust soundtrack of tavern “It’s good to get experience with different kinds of ingredients. Someone else provides me with
songs, several cross-species relationship options, and the ability to build your own house. the meat, I cook it, and then I bring it to study groups as a trade for help.”
“Gathering resources is very important in Dragons of Age, and our fans love to dedicate hours
to the task,” McNulley said. “Crafting, building, and mindless fetch tasks will keep your
mouse fingers busy.”
Elder Dragon Scrolls: Dragons of Age is slated for a Fall 2017 release. The game will be
available on the Xbox One, PlayStation 4, and via EA Origin on the PC.

Ann Holser
Student Contributor

Steam’s Ultimate PC
Gaming Experience
Ann Holser
Student Contributor

Located at 1135 East 8th Street, just a 1/2 mile from campus.
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT ONLINE AT
ppwnm.org

SERIOUS
DELIVERY
231.929.2999

In a press release
this
morning,
Valve Corporation
announced that its digital distribution
platform, Steam, would be revolutionizing
PC gaming by taking a step into the present.
This summer, all available Steam games will
require Windows 10 operating system to
play. Any non-compliant existing games will
be delisted from the store and disabled in
users’ libraries until they are updated. Valve
believes this will improve the user experience
and bring innovative changes to the gaming
scene.
“What better way to reach our core
audience than by ensuring all products listed
on Steam are constrained to Windows 10
PCs only?” CEO Gabe Nowell stated in the
press release. “We tracked player reception
when Microsoft and Motiga partnered up
to enforce OS restrictions, and Gigantic
reaching a closed beta testing phase marks
obvious success.”
Steam Machine owners need to download
a free update to SteamOS which supports the
new requirement. The Linux-based operating
system will run Steam games in a Windows
10 virtual environment, so current owners

can still enjoy streaming to their living
room. Nowell commented that performance
benchmarks are anticipated to rise once
Steam Machine users are relying on DirectX
to render their games.
To celebrate the company’s transition,
Valve also announced that development
on Half-Life 3 is confirmed. “We held off
the announcement at GDC 2016 because
we wanted to surprise our fans,” Nowell
explained. “We’re incorporating virtual
reality and are running tests on the HTC
Vive—available for pre-order now!”
Half-Life 3 is anticipated to be released in
Winter 2016. Next week iOS and Android
users can download a free Half-Life app, HalfLife Mesa. Players control hacker Alyx Vance
and complete mini-games to unlock secret
parts of the Black Mesa Research Facility.
A combat mode features first-person sniper
action, taking out waves of hostile aliens
infiltrating the facility.
Valve states they are confident their users
will embrace these changes. In a follow-up
post on Reddit, Nowell commented, “I’m
sure fans of the Half-Life series will love this
and upgrade to Windows 10 before they miss
out on the Day 0 DLC.“

unlike some rarer hunting permits. Eventually, everyone gets a shot.
Conservation of this practice is a rising worry among the students in this circle. The new
dorm planned to start June 2016 and finish July 2017 across from the Elm parking lot hopes to
house 144 more students. With those additions, there will be more competition and less space
for animals. “Right now, everyone is pretty chill about taking turns,” White says. “And nobody
really reports it if we’re not obnoxious or hogging it.”
But concerns are growing on more than just the notices on the trees. Not everyone considers
this issue low-key. Sarah Locke founded the student group What Happens If No Environment?
(WHINE) specifically to oppose this new trend after her roommate returned one night with
squirrel stew. “It’s barbaric and unnecessary,” Locke says. “Students don’t need to do this. We
can eat just fine based on what’s available. I can’t stand the thought of those animals suffering.”
Another student, Ben Flores, says that the sight of the traps and the waste generated by them
disrupts the “natural” part of campus and overall makes it look bad. “We’ve spent many years
trying to clean up and preserve nature, and this sets us back. We urge any staff, students, or
people in the apartments to report trappers to campus security or the cops.”
Even if there are mixed opinions about this activity, one of NMC’s new classes directly
benefits. Symbiotic Ecosystems, a first-year science course, boasts two full sections for the Fall
2016 semester as a response to the trapping. Some hope to use the information to dissuade
students from damaging the creatures and the environment, but others hope to use what they
learn to perfect their craft. Either way, we’re left with a question: Will NMC have to say
goodbye to the critters that once characterized campus?

Are you looking to earn some
extra money this summer?

The Hagerty Center is hiring
kitchen and service staff.
Apply at:
www.nmc.edu/jobs
Non-Discrimination Policy Notice:
NMC is committed to a policy of
equal opportunity for all persons
& does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, religion, disability,
genetic information, height,
weight, marital status or veteran
status in employment,
educational programs & activities
& admissions.
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A Serious Question: What If Education Was Valued Like Sports?
Deanna Luton
Staff Writer

Growing up in a small town, the participation in sports was not only
encouraged, but nearly mandatory for social survival. Every teacher was
a coach and school spirit ran rampant across the halls of my middle and
high school. Athletes were the apex predators of the social hierarchy. If you weren’t the star
of some athletic team, you were basically invisible. Consistent praise and encouragement for
physical activity is bred into small town school systems in particular. Pride is taken in winning,
all while students are falling behind in the greater race to graduation.
It seems so silly that such a focus is put on athletics in school. If similar value and
encouragement was assigned to academics, our school systems just might be in better shape.
The Institute for the Study of Youth Sports reports that 50% of young athletes will drop out
by the time they reach early adolescence. This push for sports participation is causing a decline
in graduates. Young athletes are being pressured to succeed. This is pushing an increase in
the use of anabolic steroids across the country in various athletic fields. Natural talent is no
longer enough to satisfy the masses. Teens are being forced to engineer their bodies to achieve
increased stamina.
Cut an advanced placement class, and no one says a thing. Discuss cutting an athletic event,
and the once-empty school board meetings are suddenly filled with conveniently involved
parents.
In school, each season is centered around a different sport. From track meets, to baseball
games, to football Fridays and volleyball tournaments. If there was such unwavering enthusiasm
for events like academic decathlons, quiz bowls, and spelling bees, our nation’s youth would
likely be in better shape academically. Imagine if there was a student section in the audience to
support scholarly activity. Encouragement would most likely increase victorious results 10-fold.
Teachers are notorious for awarding extra credit for attending and supporting after-school
sports activities. Focus should be shifted from supporting athletics to encouraging scholarly
study. There should be less hype about athletics coming from teachers. Remembering that being
a student comes before being an athlete is crucial. Instead of lightening the homework load in
favor of a basketball game, maybe there should be fewer distractions seemingly engineered to
detract from learning.
The key to intellectual evolution is creating an environment where it is cultivated. Instead
of stifling nerds and putting jocks on pedestals, we should be worshipping the next generation’s
Steve Jobs. Future innovation requires a shift from praising the meatheads of the locker rooms
of America to taking pride in our many academically-endowed students. Encouraging high

school sports is pointless because the majority of these athletes won’t go pro and only a small
margin will have the opportunity to play collegiate sports. We should instead encourage our
children to constructively spend their time studying in order to increase the rate of graduates
and seekers of higher education.
The battle between scoreboards and blackboards for students’ attention is unnerving to the
development of intellectualism. Kids can be cruel, and they learn fast that it’s best to suppress
their inner brainiac. It’s no wonder the United States is falling behind. If we want to be the
best globally, it’s important to instill in the next generation the importance of academics over
athletics.
Honoring students in assemblies who have achieved above-average test scores alongside the
wrestling, football, and track teams is an integral part of revolutionizing the trend of academic
excellence. Recognizing scholarly achievement is the first step in making significant changes
in the way our entire society operates. Instead of constantly catering to the preppy cheerleader
and the stereotypical “dumb jock,” the new social order will idolize intelligence and academic
performance.
The obvious favoritism of our society is clearly displayed across popular culture. Films,
television, music videos, and most other types of media idolize athletic ability and serve to
make a joke of the academically endowed. Creating a counter culture is necessary to combat
such stigmatization. Rewarding brain power is crucial in a world that is so quick to coach future
Olympians like Michael Phelps before educating the next Albert Einstein. It’s necessary to
nurture all talent, but academic talent is far too often diminished.

If you attend and apply to this program by May 6,
we will pay your application fee. (Submit a
stamped application received at the event.)

Freshwater Science
and Sustainability
Information Session
You can transfer from NMC
to WMU to complete this
bachelor’s degree right here in
Traverse City. Attend on April
22 and learn about this unique,
interdisciplinary program.

Friday, April 22
4 to 5:30 p.m.
Great Lakes Campus, NMC

Register and learn more at
wmich.edu/traversecity/infosession or (231) 995-1846.
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